JOHN FLAXMAN
FitzHarris in Christchurch Priory, completed in 1817
(Plate XXVII). This was evidently the result of much
thought and work, judging from the number of different
drawings and models connected with it. The main
theme is Maternal Love, represented by a group in the
round on a pedestal, of a mother reading to three children,
one on her knee, the others standing before her. The
sentiment here is tender and not overstressed ; variety in
attitude and expression is combined with concentration
of interest; and the grouping is effective and dignified.
Noteworthy is the treatment of contemporary dress, and
its value in creating atmosphere.
The merits of the monument spring mainly from its
close contact with nature. Some drawings in University
College, London, make clear how closely the idea of the
monument, the individual figures and their arrangement,
were based on Flaxman's studies from life. The drawings
of The Kiss and of A Family Group (Plates XXVIII
and XXIX) are not designs for the monument; but are
typical of the sources from which it was derived and to
which it owes its charm.
Another theme drawn from contemporary life, which
Flaxman several times used with success, appears in the
relief of a monument erected after 1800 in Winchester
Cathedral to Dr. Warton^ Head Master of Winchester.
Warton is seated, book in hand, instructing four boys who
stand before him. A similar group, simplified and more
coherent, is on the monument to John Lyon, Founder of
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